THE PERFECT TENSE

THE PERFECT TENSE

1 We use the Perfect Tense when we are talking about something
which happened in the past, for example when we talk about what

we did yesterday or last week.

2 It is used to translate most forms of the Simple Past in English
(eg | ate, he went, we decided) and the Present Perfect (eg | have
eaten, he has gone, we have decided).

3 The Perfect Tense in French is always made up of two parts so
we must be careful because in English its equivalent is often made
up of only one part. The two parts in French are:

« the auxiliary verb: ie the verbs to have (avoir) and to be (étre).

Avoir is easily the commonest.
» the past participle (see below)

4 The past participles of regular verbs are formed like this:

manger >> mangé

choisir >> choisi

5 Some verbs have irregular
past participles. Here are the
most common ones:

étre été
avoir eu
faire fait
dire dit
voir vu
lire lu
savoir su
pouvoir pu
falloir fallu
vouloir voulu
prendre pris
croire cru
mettre mis
devoir dd
connaitre connu
comprendre compris

vendre >> vendu

6 There are a number of verbs
in French which use the verb
étre as the auxiliary. These
verbs require that their past
participles act like adjectives
and must be masculine,
feminine, singular, plural.

Here are the main ones which
fall into this category:

monter, rester, venir, aller,
naitre, sortir, tomber, retourner,
arriver, mourir, partir, entrer,
descendre + all reflexive verbs.
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THE PERFECT TENSE

English for translation into French

| ate a cheese sandwich and he ate an ice cream.

Last Wednesday my brother bought a car at the garage next to the
cinema.

. They sold the house in 1986 and bought a flat in Sussex.
She finished 5 minutes ago and now she is having a bath.
| have already read the paper.

Have you heard the news? It's hard to believe.

. When did he eat breakfast? It's only seven o'clock.

. They reserved a table for three people next to the window.

. We haven't sold the car.

. I have lost the map. Where is it?

. Last year they went skiing in the Alps with their friends.
. They saw Mont Blanc. It's magnificent.

. I have read that it's the biggest mountain in Europe.
. They took lots of photos.

. They had to stay in a hotel.

. When they spoke French | didn't understand.
.I'was born in 1956.

. Did you go to the cinema last night?

. He didn't arrive on time.

. She fell off her bicycle.

. Several people have died.

. He left a few minutes ago.

.1 got up early.

. They went to bed late.

. She's gone upstairs.

POOLE ADULT LEARNING — FRENCH ON-LINE




THE PERFECT TENSE

French for translation into English

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

J'ai mange un sandwich au fromage et il a mange une glace.

Mercredi dernier mon frére a acheté une voiture au garage a coté du
cinéma.

lls ont vendu la maison en 1986 et ils ont acheté un appartement dans le
Sussex.

Elle a fini il y a 5 minutes et maintenant elle prend un bain.
J'ai déja lu le journal.
Vous avez entendu les nouvelles? C'est difficile a croire.

A quelle heure est-ce qu'il a mangé le petit-déjeuner? Il est seulement sept
heures.

Elles ont réservé une table pour 3 personnes a c6té de la fenétre.
Nous n'avons pas vendu la voiture.

J'ai perdu la carte. Ou est-elle?

L'année derniére ils ont fait du ski dans les Alpes avec leurs amis.
lls ont vu Mont Blanc. C'est magnifique.

J'ai lu que c'est la montagne la plus grande en Europe.

lls ont pris beaucoup de photos.

lIs ont d{ rester dans un hétel.

Quand ils ont parlé francais je n'ai pas compris.

Je suis né(e) en 1956.

Etes-vous allé(e)(s) au cinéma hier soir?

Il n'est pas arrivé a I'heure.

Elle est tombée de sa bicyclette.

Plusieurs personnes sont mortes.

Il est parti il y a quelques minutes.

Je me suis levé(e) de bonne heure.

lls se sont couchés tard.

Elle est montée en haut.

POOLE ADULT LEARNING — FRENCH ON-LINE




